CHAPTER XLVI

THE RISE OF THE FRENCH NATION

A  D. 1741 TO 1750

IN the last seven years the power of the French had grown
beyond all expectation. M. Duma**' defiance of a great
and victorious Maratha army had earned him throughout
southern India the reputation of a hero. Nizam-ul-mulk
sent him a letter of thanks and a dress of honour. Safdar
Ali sent him the jewelled armour of his lather Dost Ali,
three elephants and numerous other presents. The emperor
conferred on him the title of Nawab, together with the
command of four thousand five hundred cavalry. In 1741
M. Dumas returned to France. He was succeeded by one
of the greatest men whom even France, that fruitful
mother of heroes, has ever produced. His name was
Joseph Frangois Dupleix, who had already, as governor of
Chandernagoro near Calcutta, given proofs of the inoat
signal capacity. That capacity was soon to be tested to
the uttermost Safdar Ali, whose taxation had made him
unpopular, was, on September 2nd 1742, murdered by hiw
brother-in-law Mortiz Ali, Mortis Ali, however, was unable
to profit by the murder, and Nizam-ul-Mulk appointed
Anvar-ud-din Khan, a stranger to the family of Sadat-ulla
Khan to be the new Nawab of the Oarnatic, With this
ruler Dupleix established such friendly relations that when
in March 1744 war was formally declared between Franco
and England, he successfully applied to Anvar-ud-din Khan
for protection against the English. Not daring to fight
both the Nawab and the French on land, the English naval
commander, Barnet, tried to intercept a French floot under